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Number of patent applications in Europe continues to grow
Kluwer Patent blogger · Wednesday, April 6th, 2022

The European Patent Office (EPO) received 188 600 applications in 2021, up 4.5% on the previous
year and the highest number to date, according to the EPO’s Patent Index 2021. Patent filings
rebounded after a slight dip in 2020.

“Digital communication (+9.4% compared with 2020) narrowly overtook medical
technology (+0.8%) as the field with the largest number of European patent applications in
2021. Computer technology was the third strongest field, and the one with the steepest growth
(+9.7%) among the top ten. The related fields of audio-visual technology (+24%)
and semiconductors (+21%) saw unprecedented growth, albeit from a smaller base. The big
increase in patent applications in digital technologies demonstrates the digital transformation, for
example in smart urban mobility. Patent activity in pharmaceuticals (+6.9%)
and biotechnology (+6.6%) also continued to boom, underlining high levels of innovation in
vaccines and other areas of healthcare.”
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As the EPO index sets out, the top five countries of origin for applications in 2021 were again the
US – accounting for 25% of total filings – followed by Germany (14%), Japan (11%), China (9%)
and France (6%). Patent applications are highly concentrated in a few countries, with five countries
accounting for 64% of European patent applications in 2021, and the top 20 countries accounting
for 95%. The growth in patent applications at the EPO in 2021 was mainly fuelled by filings from
China (+24% compared with 2020) and the US (+5.2%). The share of applications from Europe
continued to decline, falling from 50% of the total in 2013 to 44% in 2021.

Huawei was the leading patent applicant at the EPO in 2021 (as in 2019), followed by
2020’s leader, Samsung, and LG. The top ten includes four companies from Europe, two
from South Korea, two from the US, and one from each of China and Japan.

According to the EPO index 2021, a significant proportion of applicants are smaller entities: last
year, one in every five patent applications to the EPO originating in Europe came from an
individual inventor or small or medium-sized enterprise (fewer than 250 employees), and a further
5% came from universities and public research organizations.
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subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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