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Slovenia ratifies PPA and Unifed Patent Court Agreement
Kluwer Patent blogger · Tuesday, October 19th, 2021

Slovenia has deposited its instrument of ratification for the Protocol on the Provisional Application
of Unified Patent Court Agreement and the UPCA itself.

According to a message of the UPC Preparatory
Committee, this brings “the Unified Patent Court
one step closer to its launch”.

“Thanks to the Slovenian ratification and following the recent ratification of the PAP-Protocol by
the German government, one last ratification (or expression to be bound) is now necessary in order
for the Court to enter the final phase of its set-up”, the Committee has stated.

The expectation is that Austria will be the decisive Member State and will be in a position to ratify
the Protocol within months. Half August, the UPC Preparatory Committee wrote it expected this
“to take place in a timely manner during autumn of this year”.

Two weeks ago however, the epi wrote that it expects “Austria could be able to ratify the Protocol
on Provisional Application of the UPC Agreement as the thirteenth Signatory State before the end
of Q1/2022.”

The epi has recently published an updated overview on the ratification process of the Unified
Patent Court Agreement. It has been compiled by the epi Litigation Committee.

Once the last remaining ratification of the Protocol or an expression to be bound by it has been
registered, the period of provisional application “and therefore the implementation of the UPC as
an international organization” will be triggered, according to the UPC Preparatory Committee.
“During this phase of provisional application, the following will take place, in particular: the
adoption of the secondary legislation and the Court’s first budget, the completion of the electronic
case management system including stress testing, the process to select and appoint the judges of
the Court.”
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To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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