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A personal account on the oral proceedings | recently had before the Boards of Appeal

| recently had oral proceedings at the EPO’s Boards of Appeal for the first time since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic in Europe.

As many practitioners may be interested in how this is organized, | am happy to share my
experiences:

o Approximately one month before the hearing, the Board asked the parties whether they can
participate in the oral proceedings, or whether they are affected by any travel restrictions. Asthis
was not the case, the date for the oral proceedings was maintained.

¢ Each party further had to indicate who was going to participate in the oral proceedings, and each
party was requested to limit the number of participants as much as possible.

e On the day of the oral hearing, when entering the building of the Boards of Appeal, each
participant had to complete this questionnaire.

e According to the information by the Board of Appeal, only 50% of the rooms for the oral
proceedings are currently used. This reduces the overall number of people in the building.
Further, the oral proceedings on a single day are scheduled for different times. This reduces the
number of people arriving at the sametime.

e When | arrived at the building, there was no queue, and | could immediately proceed with the
safety check.

¢ For the times prior to the hearing and during the breaks, each party had a dedicated “attorneys
room” to themselves.

¢ Whenever walking from one room to another (e.g., to the attorneys’ room, from the attorneys’
room to the room for the oral proceedings, €tc.), everyone has to wear a face mask.

¢ Inthe room for the oral proceedings, there is plenty of space, and there are transparent screens
between each chair.

o Approximately after each hour, the oral proceedings are interrupted and the room is ventilated.

¢ The restaurant/cafeteriais open, abeit with limited opening hours. Also, the spaces per table are
limited (every second space has to be left empty), and one has to fill out a form indicating the
time one was present in the cafeteria and contact information.

Overal, | found that the oral proceedings were very well organized, and | felt very safe.

| hope this information is useful for some fellow practitioners. Also feel free to reach out to mein
case you have any additional question.
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To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready L awyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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Y ou can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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