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Patent case: Ruling of Barcelona Commercial Court no. 5 of 12
September 2017, Spain
Adrian Crespo (Clifford Chance) · Tuesday, February 27th, 2018

A Spanish patents court rules for the first time on the sometimes blurry line dividing “discoveries”
and “inventions”. The Court found that a method for prenatal diagnosis based on the discovery that
sufficient fetal DNA can also be detected in maternal serum or plasma is a non-patentable
discovery, because it lacks any “additional technical teaching” beyond that discovery.
Interestingly, the High Court of Justice of England and Wales has reached the exact opposite
decision in respect of the same patent.

Case date: 12 September 2017
Case number: AJM B 75/2017
Court: Commercial Court of Barcelona

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.
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To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 at 2:04 am and is filed under Case Law, Spain
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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