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German ratification procedure Unified Patent Court Agreement
nears completion
Kluwer Patent blogger · Tuesday, April 4th, 2017

The German Federal Council, the Bundesrat approved draft legislation to ratify the Unified Patent
Court Agreement and to amend German patent law in its 31 March session.

It means the German procedure to ratify the UPCA
nears completion. The Parliament, the Bundestag,
had already given its approval on 9 March 2017. In
order to finalize the ratification procedure, the
German president and government will have to put
their signatures and the legislation must be published
in the Federal Law Gazette, the Bundesgesetzblatt.
And finally the German instrument of ratification
will have to be deposited with the General

Secretariat of the EU Council.

This last formality is crucial, as it may trigger the start of the Unified Patent Court. As is outlined
in Article 89 UPCA, the agreement enters into force on (…) ‘the first day of the fourth month after
the deposit of the thirteenth instrument of ratification (…).’ Twelve member states have already
ratified the UPCA over the last years.

Both Germany and the UK, however, are mandatory ratifiers. In the UK, the ratification procedure
will likely be completed soon as well (apart from the formal deposit of the instrument of
ratification).

Earlier this week, Eileen Tottle, head of secretariat of the UPC Preparatory Committee, told
Kluwer IP Law that Germany and the UK are in close contact about the moment they will formally
complete the ratification procedure. In order for the UPC to start in December 2017, as is the
ambition of the Preparatory Committee, either Germany or the UK has to deposit its instrument of
ratification in August 2017. The other deposit must be before or in August.

Tottle also said that the main concern for the Preparatory Committee at this moment is gathering
enough support for the Protocol to the Agreement on a Unified Patent Court on provisional
application, so practical preparations for the start of the UPC, such as recruitment of judges, can
start in full by the end of May.
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For regular updates on the Unitary Patent and the Unified Patent Court, subscribe to this blog and
the free Kluwer IP Law Newsletter.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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