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USA: Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. v. Apple Inc., Supreme
Court of the United States, No. 15-777, 6 December 2016
Jody Coultas (CCH) · Wednesday, January 4th, 2017

In a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court reversed and remanded a Federal Circuit decision
upholding a jury’s award of damages to Apple Inc. based on infringement of its design patents by
Samsung Electronics, Co. Ltd. At issue was whether, in the case of a multicomponent product, the
relevant “article of manufacture” must always be the end product sold to the consumer or whether
it can also be a component of that product. The Court concluded that, in the case of a
multicomponent product, the relevant “article of manufacture” for arriving at a damages award
need not be the end product sold to the consumer but may be only a component of that product.
The holding was reversed and the case was remanded for further proceedings consistent with the
court’s opinion (Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. v. Apple Inc., December 6, 2016, Sotomayor, S.).

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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This entry was posted on Wednesday, January 4th, 2017 at 9:31 am and is filed under Design Rights,
United States of America
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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