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Unitary Patent system: EC asks for study on European SPC
title
Kluwer Patent blogger · Wednesday, January 27th, 2016

The European Commission has taken the first step towards creating a European Supplementary
Protection Certificate (SPC).

A Call for Tender for a ‘Study on the legal aspects of the supplementary protection certificates in
EU’ was published last month. The deadline for the Call for Tender is 4 February 2016. After
signing a contract, the study must be completed within ten months.

According to the EC’s announcement, ‘the study shall evaluate whether a new European SPC title,
in its current scope, or broadened with improved provisions, is required to meet the requirements
of current and expected innovative market developments in the EU. (…) The results could serve as
a basis for an impact assessment for a future proposal by the Commission to create a European
SPC title, and complement the recalibration of the existing EU SPC rules.’

The lack of provisions on SPCs is seen as a flaw in the regulations on a new Unitary Patent (UP)
system. Last year, the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations
(EFPIA), in a joint initiative with the European Crop Protection Association (ECPA) and the
International Federation for Animal Health Europe (IFAH-Europe), published a joint position
paper, supporting the concept of Unitary SPCs being granted on the basis of Unitary Patents.

In its strategy report ‘Upgrading the Single Market’, published on 28 October 2015, the EC had
already announced it would address ‘uncertainties over how the Unitary Patent will work together
with national patents and national supplementary protection certificates (SPC)’ and that it would
‘consult, consider and propose further measures, as appropriate, to improve the patent system in
Europe, notably for pharmaceutical and other industries whose products are subject to regulated
market authorisations.’

For regular updates on the UPC, subscribe to the free Kluwer IP Law Newsletter.
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subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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