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Italy wants to join the Unitary Patent
Kluwer Patent blogger · Thursday, May 14th, 2015

In an important change of position and influenced by the CJEU’s rejection of the Spanish
challenge, Italy has announced it wants to join the enhanced cooperation within the European
Union to create the Unitary Patent.

This has been reported by various sources. According to the
website of the Società Italiana Brevetti (SIB), Undersecretary
Simona Vicari of the Italian Economy Ministry declared yesterday
that joining the Unitary Patent is a priority for her ministry. ‘After
the decision of the Court of Justice of the European Union of 5
May that dismissed Spain’s appeal, we have the confirmation that
the legal framework of the Unitary Patent package is not in
question’,  Ms. Vicari said.

The Italian press agency ANSA reported that the interministerial committee for European Affairs
started a revision of the position Italy took in 2012, when it decided not join the Unitary Patent
package (embodied in EU Regulations No. 1257/2012 and No. 1260/2012), protesting the language
regime of the Unitary Patent package, where the official languages will be English, French and
German only.

Chairman Sandro Gozi of the committee was quoted as saying he wants to end the exceptional
situation Italy is currently in. It is the only EU state that has signed the Agreement to create a
Unified Patent Court, but that is not participating in the enhanced cooperation. Gozi stressed the
issue would still have to be discussed in Parliament, also because of the implications it may have
for the Italian production system.

For regular updates on the UPC, subscribe to the free Kluwer IP Law Newsletter.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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