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Facts and figures about Swiss patent litigation: Press release
concerning the annual report 2013 of the Swiss Federal Patent
Court
Simon Holzer (MLL Meyerlustenberger Lachenal Froriep Ltd.) · Monday, March 24th, 2014

Earlier today, the Swiss Federal Courts (including the Swiss Federal Patent Court) published a
joint press release concerning their annual reports 2013.

The number of infringement and/or validity cases submitted to the Federal Patent Court in its
second year of operation corresponds to the expectations. In total, 22 ordinary proceedings on
the merits and 11 summary proceedings were brought before the Court (this is an increase of
almost 100% compared to the 17 new cases that had been filed with the Federal Patent Court
in 2012).

The Court dealt with 23 cases in 2013. This means that the ratio between output and input is
roughly 69%.

In its second business year, the Federal Patent Court put the lid on a total of 18 proceedings
on the merits. 16 of these cases ended with a mutual settlement. This number is very high and
it is not likely that this will be the standard in the future. The Federal Patent Court expects that
approx. 50 % of the cases can be settled by mutual agreement in the longer term.

The system of two full-time and 37 part-time legal as well as technical expert judges
(appointed on a case-by-case basis) proved to be advantageous also in the second year. The
Federal Patent Court was able to fill the different chambers with qualified specialists of the
respective fields of expertise. It is likely that this competence of the court was also welcomed
by the parties and made it possible that such a high percentage of cases was resolved by
mutual settlements. In the Federal Patent Court the parties normally enter into settlement talks
after having heard the preliminary assessment of the case by the judges.
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subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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