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The fees of the EPO will shortly be increased by about 5%. The EPO compensates the fees for
inflation each two years; the period of two years is a compromise between frequent compensation
for inflation and administrative effort of such afee change.

The increased amounts will apply to payments made on or after 1 April 2012, i.e. payments
actually entered in an EPO bank account on or after that date. Exceptionally, the increased amounts
of the international search fee and the transmittal fee apply to international applications filed on or
after 1 April 2012. If within six months of a fee increase the old amount of the fee is paid, the fee
will be regarded validly paid if the deficit is paid within two months of an invitation from the EPO.
The new amounts and the transitional provisions have been published in the Official Journal of the
EPO of 2011, page 616.

It is possible to make advance payments to avoid the fee increase, provided the fee can be paid
before 1 April 2012. For example, an examination fee for a European patent application (for which
the six-month time limit for payment of the examination fee has not yet expired) can be paid from
the date of filing until 31 March 2012 at an amount of € 1480; the amount as from 1 April is€
1555. Note, that arenewal fee may be paid only three months in advance of its due date.

The fees for entry into the European regional phase of an international application for which the
31-month period expires on or after 1 April 2012 can aso be paid before that date. However, this
appliesto the renewal fee in respect of the third year only if its due date is 30 June 2012 or earlier.

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready L awyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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This entry was posted on Monday, March 12th, 2012 at 3:36 pm and is filed under G 1/93,
0J 1994, 541) The ‘gold standard’ of the European Patent Office’s Board of Appeal is that any
amendment can only be made within the limits of what a skilled person would derive directly and
unambiguously, using common general knowledge, and seen objectively and relative to the date of
filing, from the whole of the documents as filed (G 3/89, OJ 1993,117; G 11/91, OJ 1993,
125).“>Amendments, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, EPC,
Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America‘>Countries, EPC

Y ou can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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