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Navigating data/Microsoft, European Patent Office (EPO Board
of Appeal), 17 March 2011
Ferry van Looijengoed · Friday, January 13th, 2012 · Landmark European Patent Cases

The Board of Appeal had to decide whether the showing of results of a database analysis as a tree
diagram could contribute to the technical character of the invention. The Board of Appeal pointed
out that in this case one should take a wider view of the term “presentation of information” than
just the actual information that is displayed (the cognitive content) by also including structural
aspects of how the information is displayed. Therefore, structural aspects, such as the presentation
in the form of a tree diagram, may be regarded as part of the presentation of information and
cannot contribute to the technical character of the invention.

 Click here for the full text of this case. A summary of this case will be posted on
http://www.KluwerIPCases.com.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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This entry was posted on Friday, January 13th, 2012 at 6:12 pm and is filed under Case Law, EPC,
Exceptions to patentability, Inventive step
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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