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A Unified Patent Court under the Danish Presidency — a

further domestic Danish policy issue?
Anders Valentin (Bugge Vaentin) - Tuesday, January 3rd, 2012

Among many other tasks, the Danish Government when taking over the EU Presidency as of 1
January took over the continued challenges (and problems) in connection with securing a
compromise that may lead to a Unified Patent Court. Despite the intentions of the Polish
presidency to land a compromise during its tenure, the issue remains unresolved at the time when
the Danish presidency has commenced.

Regardless of the negotiations that are still outstanding at the international level, it appears that the
Danish Trade Secretary, Mr Ole Sohn, will also have to negotiate a separate national Danish aspect
with one or more parties outside of the recently elected Danish Social Democrat coalition
government as both aright-wing party and a left-wing party have taken the position that they will
demand a national referendum on whether Denmark should join the Unified Patent Court system.
As the establishment of a Unified Patent Court is considered to entail the transfer of national
sovereignty in the field of patents, under the Danish constitution the prerequisite bill must be
passed by the Danish parliament by a majority of 5/6 if it is to be passed without a national Danish
referendum.

One of the two parties, the right wing party, Dansk Folkeparti, has now stated that the
establishment of a Unified Patent Court with Danish participation should not take place without a
national referendum and the other (left wing) party, Enhedslisten, has stated the same — both
parties are known for their general EU scepticism.

We will follow this separate national Danish issue and report on any developments.

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready L awyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer 1P Law can support you.
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