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Novartis v. J&J, High Court of England and Wales (Patents
Court) (High Court of England and Wales (Patents Court)), 10
July 2009
Robert Burrows (Bristows) · Friday, July 10th, 2009 · Landmark European Patent Cases

The High Court dismissed Novartis’ claim for infringement of its EP(UK) patent for
ophthalmically compatible extended wear contact lenses. Although Novartis established that the
defendants’ product falls within certain claims of the patent, and successfully resisted Johnson
&Johnson’s novelty and obviousness attacks, the patent was found invalid for insufficiency. The
Court held it would involve a research programme to identify formulations which are useful for
producing an ophthalmically compatible lens suitable for extended wear. The UK Court’s finding
of insufficiency is of particular interest, as in parallel proceedings in the Netherlands, the Dutch
Court rejected the insufficiency attack and found the patent valid at first instance.

The full summary of this case has been posted on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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This entry was posted on Friday, July 10th, 2009 at 6:12 am and is filed under Case Law, Novelty,
Sufficiency of disclosure, United Kingdom
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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