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Aerotel v. Wavecrest, Court of Appeal Civil Division (Court of
Appeal Civil Division), 20 May 2009
Sam Tuxford · Wednesday, May 20th, 2009 · Landmark European Patent Cases

The Court of Appeal upheld the High Court’s finding that Aerotel’s Patent relating to a method of
making pre-paid landline telephone calls was invalid for want of inventive step over the principal
prior art (the WATS system). Having made this finding it was unnecessary to consider Aerotel’s
other grounds of appeal.Further, Aerotel’s arguments of commercial success were rejected on the
basis that its evidence did not establish that any telephone pre-payment businesses relied on the
Patent’s teaching; although businesses did enter into license agreements under the Patent the
evidence did not establish that they did so for any reason other than for the avoidance of the
inherent risks of litigation (so-called ‘nuisance’ payments).

The full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

 

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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This entry was posted on Wednesday, May 20th, 2009 at 8:37 am and is filed under Case Law,
electricity, electronics, and electromagnetism and includes control systems, medical electrical
engineering, electrical energy systems, high-performance electronics, robotics, electric motors, digital
and analogue circuits, circuit topologies, oscillators, amplifiers, filters, semiconductor components,
silicon-based components, semiconductor systems, sensors, transistors, passive components, MEMs,
smartcards, signal processing systems, digital signal processing, coding techniques, computer-related
inventions, computer technology, embedded software, telecommunications, GSM/UMTS/CDMA
systems and typologies, telecommunications coding techniques, positioning technologies,
TFT/LCD/Plasma/(O)LED displays, Plasma physics, Solar cells, Semiconductor physics, Deposition
techniques, etching techniques, thin film techniques, epitaxy techniques, Plasma processing, MRI,
Thermodynamics, Nuclear physics, Nuclear energy, Nuclear applications in medicine, Geophysics,
Aerodynamics, Sustainable energy technologies, Computational physics”>Electrical Engineering,
Inventive step, Revocation, United Kingdom, Validity
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