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Patent case: Henny Penny Corporation v. Frymaster LLC, USA
Cheryl Beise (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Friday, September 27th, 2019

The Board properly found that a person skilled in the art would not be motivated to combine two
prior art references and that industry praise supported a finding of nonbviousness.

Substantial evidence supported the Patent Trial and Appeal Board’s determination following inter
partes review that a patent owned by Frymaster LLC for measuring cooking oil degradation in a
deep fryer using a total polar materials (TPMs) sensor was not unpatentable as obvious, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has held. The Board did not err in finding that additional
complexity and decreased efficiency would have dissuaded a skilled artisan from integrating a
prior art TPM sensor into a prior art apparatus for analyzing oil quality. Nonobviousness was also
supported by evidence of industry praise highlighting the integrated innovative oil quality sensor in
Frymaster’s electric fryers. Finally, the Board did not abuse its discretion by declining to consider
an untimely argument made by the petitioner (Henny Penny Corporation v. Frymaster LLC,
September 12, 2019, Lourie, A.).

Case date: 12 September 2019
Case number: No. 2108-1596
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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