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Italian Chamber of Deputies approves bill to ratify Unified
Patent Court Agreement
Kluwer Patent blogger · Thursday, September 15th, 2016

The Italian Chamber of Deputies, the Parliament’s lower house, has approved the draft bill
on ratification of the Unified Patent Court Agreement (UPCA).

According to a report of the Società Italiana Brevetti (SIB), there were 302 votes in favour, 108
against and 25 abstentions. The bill will now go to the Italian Senate.

Despite the Brexit vote in the UK, which was a
serious setback for the Unitary Patent system as
the UK is one of the mandatory signatories of
the UPCA, the ratification processes in other
m e m b e r  s t a t e s  s e e m  t o  g o  a h e a d
undisturbed. Yesterday, The Netherlands
completed the process by depositing its
ratification instrument with the Council of the
EU. In a press release, the Dutch Ministry of
Economic Affairs announced it expects
Germany to follow soon.

Thirteen ratifications, including those of France, Germany and the UK, are needed for the Unitary
Patent system and the Unified Patent Court to launch. So far eleven countries: Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Portugal and Sweden
have ratified.

Meanwhile, the question whether the UK will or will not stay in the UP system and ratify the
UPCA remains open, creating a lot of uncertainty about the future of the system. SIB reports that
the Italian Committee for EU Policy has asked its government ‘to consider the opportunity, within
the United Kingdom’s Brexit process, of requesting that Italy forward its candidacy for the seat of
the Unified Patent Court’s central division originally assigned to London’.

For regular updates on the Unitary Patent and the Unified Patent Court, subscribe to this blog and
the free Kluwer IP Law Newsletter.
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To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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