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Bulgaria ratifies the UPC Agreement
Kluwer Patent blogger · Wednesday, June 8th, 2016

Bulgaria has deposited its instrument of ratification of the Unified Patent Court Agreement at the
Council of the European Union.

It is the tenth member state to complete the
ratification process. The Bulgarian Parliament
had ratified the UPCA at the start of April 2016.
Earlier, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland,
France, Luxembourg, Malta, Portugal and
Sweden had completed their ratifications.

In order for the new Unitary Patent and Unified Patent Court to start functioning, only the UK and
Germany plus one more member state need to ratify the UPCA.

The UPC Agreement enters into force on the first day of the fourth month after at least 13 member
states have deposited their instrument of ratification, including ‘the three States in which the
highest number of European patents was in force in the year preceding the year in which the
signature of the Agreement takes place’, that is Germany, France and the UK.

France ratified in 2014, both the UK and Germany have already prepared draft bills for the
ratification and implementation of the Unitary Patent system; the German ratification will most
likely be the one that is used for the proper timing of the system going live. A provisional period is
envisaged to start later this year, with a view to the UPC opening its doors in the first half of 2017.
However, this schedule would likely be upset if the UK votes to leave the EU in the Brexit
referendum of 23 June 2016.

For regular updates on the Unitary Patent and the Unified Patent Court, subscribe to this blog and
the free Kluwer IP Law Newsletter.
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To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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