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Nokia v. 3D Icons, European Patent Office (EPO Board of
Appeal), 24 February 2010
Erik Visscher · Wednesday, April 21st, 2010 · Landmark European Patent Cases

In this case the Board ruled that features providing a displayed icon of a three-dimensional
appearance have technical character and thus should be considered when assessing inventive step.
According to the Board these features specify how the information is displayed and not what is
displayed so that these features do not fall under the category of presentation of information within
the meaning of Article 52(2)(d) EPC. This decision is important to inventions to graphical user
interfaces as it emphasizes that a special way of presenting information onto a screen has technical
character and thus may be patentable.

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
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This entry was posted on Wednesday, April 21st, 2010 at 5:54 pm and is filed under Case Law, EPC,
Exceptions to patentability, Inventive step, Sufficiency of disclosure
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
pings are currently closed.
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