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The claims of the patent in suit related to a memory for sensing sub-groups of memory cells that
required the activation of word line segments and corresponding sets of sense amplifiers in
combination. The patentee argued that from one of the objectives of the invention mentioned in the
original application, the skilled person could derive that the word line segments and the sense
amplifiers could also be activated separately. The Board of Appeal held that generally the mere
statement of an object is not a sufficient indication that all possible arrangements satisfying this
objective were disclosed. The claims, according to the Board of Appeal, constitute an important
element for determining what was presented to the skilled person as constituting the invention in
the application as filed because the claims usually define the invention in the broadest terms.

The full summary of this case has been posted on Kluwer IP Law.

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Patent Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready L awyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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This entry was posted on Tuesday, May 12th, 2009 at 2:23 am and is filed under Case Law,
electricity, electronics, and electromagnetism and includes control systems, medical electrical
engineering, electrical energy systems, high-performance electronics, robotics, electric motors, digital
and analogue circuits, circuit topologies, oscillators, amplifiers, filters, semiconductor components,
silicon-based components, semiconductor systems, sensors, transistors, passive components, MEMs,
smartcards, signal processing systems, digital signal processing, coding techniques, computer-related
inventions, computer technology, embedded software, telecommunications, GSM/UMTS/CDMA
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You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. Both comments and
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